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is given the status of a sin offering. Such a development is crucial both to
the survival of Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and
to the theology of the early Christian movement, for whom the system
of animal sacrifices was superseded by the perfect sacrifice of Christ’s

“obedience unto death.”
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Abstract

In his main letters Paul often reported that he encountered suspicion
and hostility, including challenges to his apostleship or objections to
his preaching the non-circumcision gospel to the Gentiles, and so on.
But most scholars find no hostility toward Paul in Romans. However,
Paul seemed to be somewhat reserved. For example, in Romans 1:10, he
begged God to give him a smooth road to the Church of Rome, which
makes us reasonably suspect that Paul encountered some objections.

This paper will search in Romans for Paul’s opponents and any
objections to him. Among the methods adopted here, the first will be to
observe the background and any possibility for objection. This will be
based on an examination of the writings’ purposes. The second will make
use of rhetoric and the theories of epistolography, examining Romans
carefully to see if the situations described in the letter really existed or
if there are any implications for the objections and hostility. Although
scholars have different views on the purposes of Romans, this will help
us carefully explore a wide range of possibilities.

I will divide the discussion of the purposes of Romans into two
kinds: the historical-critical method and the text-center method. The
former would claim that Romans was written to address the situation
within the Church of Rome and for the Romans, for Paul’s own needs,
and for Paul’s missionary programs. The latter aims to study the
purposes of the epistle in terms of letter writing, narrative analysis, and
rhetorical criticism. Finally, with background knowledge in place and a
selection of narrations worth exploring, I try to identify all the possible
hostilities, including concerns about Paul’s advice on spiritual gifts
(1:11-12), repeated blocks to his arrival (1:13; 15:22-24), the problem
of Judaism (15:25-27), and the issue of his apostleship (15:28-29). The
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paper concludes that Romans does in fact reflect doubts and criticisms
regarding Paul’s position and stand. And yet we still have no evidence to

say that Paul really had opponents.
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