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Abstract

John Calvin defines the “Word of God” as written word (the
Scriptures), spoken word (preaching), and visible word (sacrament).
Accordingly, preaching never stands alone in the theological framework
of Calvin, but is closely tied to the Scriptures as the source of God’s
revelation and our knowledge of God, and the sacraments as the means of
God’s grace. To fully comprehend Calvin’s understanding of preaching, one
must discuss it within this theological framework. In this essay, the author
reconstructs Calvin’s theology of preaching according to three aspects: (1)
the necessity of preaching; (2) Word and Sacrament; (3) the Scriptures and
preaching, proposing that Calvin understands preaching as a sacramental
act. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, preaching becomes a historical
event of divine-human encounter. In this encounter, one is transformed by
God. The author further asserts that the key to the renewal of the pulpit of
the Presbyterian Churches in Taiwan today is to rediscover the sacramental
nature of preaching. Following Calvin’s theology of preaching, the
Reformed preachers today should reaffirm that God has already spoken and
still speaks today, revealing Himself to people by means of the Scriptures,

preaching, and sacraments.
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